
WRITING STYLE 
This is a heart-warming true tale about 
bravery and survival. The text is in 
third person past tense. The author has 
used supercharged verbs (eg stalking, 
pouncing, washing), descriptive adjectives, 
and onomatopoeic words (eg buzzed, 
howled, wailed, meow). There is also simile 
and alliteration on page 20 (‘Helicopters 
buzzed like angry bees, and water 
swooshed down from big buckets’), and 
more alliteration on pages 24-25. The 
text is written with a range of short and 
long sentences and includes dialogue 
from all the characters. The speech has 
exclamation marks to show they are 
yelling. Repetition has been used to 
emphasise the busyness of the family 
but also shows what each family member 
treasures. For example, ‘Mum packed 
the passports, Katie packed Mr Brown, 
and Floyd packed his paints. . . while Dad 
packed the chickens.’ The ellipsis symbol. . 
. has been used to pause the story but also 
keep the reader hooked to find out what 
else Dozer does. The characters feature 
Dozer’s family: two children and a mum 
and dad, plus Dozer the tabby cat.

Shared Learning and Discussion Points 
• Look at the cover. Who or what do you 

think this story is about? Why do you 
think that? 

• On first glance at pages 4–5, what do 
you think is the problem in the story? 

• Who is the main character? Predict 
what is going to happen to him. 

• What does evacuate mean?  
Where do you think they will go? 

• What precious possessions would you 
take if you had to evacuate? 

• When you look at what each family 
member packs into the car, what does 
it tell you about them? 

• When you see all the things Dozer 
likes to do, what does it tell you about 
this cat? Does his name reflect his 
personality? 

• How do you think the family is feeling 
on pages 14–15? 

• How do you think Dozer will feel 
when he realises the family has gone 
without him? 

• Has anyone in the class smelled smoke 
from a fire? How did it make you feel? 

• What are the flying helicopters doing? 
• Why has the author said they ‘buzz like 

bees’? What is it called when an author 
does that? 

• Which people are trying to put out the 
fire and what are they using? 

• Why doesn’t Dozer like the ash sticking 
to his paws? 

• Why does Dozer need a cuddle? 
• What other types of animals can you 

see on pages 24–25? 
• How do you think the family feels when 

they see Dozer running towards them? 
• How does Dozer show he is happy to 

see them? 
• How big was the fire? Can you find 

another name for fire on the facts 
spread (pages 30–31)? 

• What is a monsoon bucket? 
• Who helped save the animals and how 

many did they save? 
• Why did Leon win a trip on a helicopter?

ACTIVITIES 
• Have students take different roles 

to act out the play. Students in the 
audience can ask the actors how they 
felt while playing those parts.

• The family packed the car with their 
favourite things or things they felt 
they couldn’t do without. Which things 
were ‘need to have’ and which things 
were ‘want to have’? Ask the class 
what their favourite things would be 
and write them on the board. Then 
sort those things into categories, eg 
toys, comfort, food. Ask students to 
put their hand up if they’d take a toy or 
blankets or food, etc. Tally the results 
and construct a graph. Analyse the 
graph afterwards. 

• Ask the students to compare the 
illustrations of Dozer and the 
photograph at the back of the book. 
What are the similarities and the 
differences between the photo and the 
illustration? Then students can choose 
their own photograph of something in 
the natural world and create their own 
illustration of that photograph.

• Read the story up to the point where 
the family leaves the cat behind. 
Brainstorm different resolutions and 
what their outcomes could be. Draw 
a line on the board or use a piece of 
string to show there is a line. Then ask 
students to place themselves on the 
line between two of the alternative 
endings. The closer a student stands to 
one end shows their support for that 
alternative. Students can then see and 
discuss the range of opinion within 
their class. 
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ILLUSTRATION STYLE
The illustrator, Jenny Cooper has given plenty 
of space to show the mischievous expressions 
on the cat’s face which also emphasises his 
aloneness, whereas the illustrations featuring 
the family show pictures and text from all four 
family members on a double-page spread. 


