
In 2020, Pippi Longstocking turns 75! 
Or, to be completely accurate, the 
first book about Pippi turns 75—Pippi 
herself will always be the free-spirited 
nine-year-old we know so well. The first 
Pippi Longstocking story was published 
in the autumn of 1945. From a world 
devastated by war, Astrid Lindgren 
wrote about a completely new type of 
girl character. A strong, kind, curious, 
anti-authoritarian, and playful girl who 
makes extraordinary things happen. 
With her mismatched stockings, 
carrot-coloured hair and freckly face, 
not to mention super-human strength 
and resilience, Pippi Longstocking has 
become a cultural icon.

ABOUT THE BOOK
Pippi Longstocking is a fiery heroine. 
She lives in her house—Villa Villekulla—
with only her monkey and horse for 
company because her father was a 
sea captain who’s been missing, and 
her mother died when she was young. 
When Tommy and Annika, who live next 
door, meet Pippi, they love her at once. 
The three become great friends and 
have adventures. In fact adventure and 
sometimes trouble seem to follow Pippi.

There are some really funny parts to 
the story that will have kids laughing 
along. There are also some touching and 
thought-provoking parts that are worth 
talking about. Pippi is a little girl, living 
alone. And despite her animal friends 
that live with her and Tommy and Annika 
next door, she has to fend for herself 
and misses her parents. You might 
ask students if they think it is entirely 

realistic that a young person like Pippi 
is living by herself without any adult 
supervision. Why or why not?

HASS CONNECTIONS
• Pippi Longstocking is set in Sweden. 

Encourage students to find out more 
about Sweden and its culture. They  
could label it on a map and share 
Swedish fun facts they have uncovered.

LANGUAGE ARTS CONNECTIONS
• In chapter two, Pippi is a thing-finder. 

Ask students what they would like to 
find if they went on a thing-finding 
expedition? Using the directions from 
the book, take students on a Thing 
Finding expedition. Have the students 
each present what they found and how 
they can use their things.

• Pippi is a very interesting character. 
Have students draw a character map 
describing her and giving examples from 
the book.

• Pippi is very different from other 
children, and it’s obvious when she’s 
around Tommy and Annika. Use a Venn 
diagram to contrast Pippi and Annika. 

• Although each chapter in Pippi 
Longstocking is a separate adventure, 
the book also has definite rising action,  
a climax, and falling action. Identify 
these together as a class.

• Pippi has a very unusual house. Using 
the description of Villa Villekulla from 
the book, students could draw what they 
think Pippi’s house looked like. 

• The protagonist in most novels features 
the main character or ‘good guy’.  
The protagonist of Pippi Longstocking is, 

of course, Pippi, a feisty young girl who 
experiences many exciting adventures 
as the story unfolds. Ask students to 
think back on some of their favourite 
characters from past novels they have 
read or movies they’ve seen. Ask them 
what they think makes for an especially 
interesting protagonist?

• Challenge students to come up with 
a way to teach Pippi her alphabet that 
would be easier for her to understand 
than the flashcards that were tried by 
her teacher.

HANDS-ON ACTIVITIES
• Have students create a work of art that 

displays each part of Pippi’s enormously 
long name.

• A storyboard is a series of pictures that 
tell about an important event in a story. 
A storyboard can tell the story of only 
one scene – or the entire novel. Ask 
students to create a storyboard for all  
or part of this book

• In chapter two, Pippi makes pepparkakor 
cookies. These thin ginger-spiced 
biscuits are traditional in Sweden—
particularly at Christmas time. Make 
some as a class using the recipe above 
(makes around 75 pepparkakor).

P.E CONNECTIONS 
• Pippi is extremely strong. Hold a 

strength contest in whatever form you 
desire, eg arm wrestling. 

• Play a massive game of tag with the class 
and have students later write about why 
this was so appealing for Pippi.
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1. Mix the butter, sugar, syrup, and treacle in a saucepan.  
Heat gently until the butter melts, stirring continuously. 

2. Add the spices and mix thoroughly. Add the bicarbonate of soda, 
water and flour, and stir thoroughly until it is completely mixed in. 

3. Empty the mixture into a bowl. When cool, cover with cling film  
and then leave the dough to rest in the fridge (ideally overnight). 

4. Preheat the oven to 200°C. Knead the dough and then roll it  
out thinly on a lightly floured surface. Cut it into shapes using a  
biscuit cutter. 

5. Transfer to a greased baking tray and bake for 5–8 minutes until 
golden brown. Keep an eye on them as they burn very easily,  
but they should be crisp. 

6. Leave to cool on the baking sheets as they break easily when hot. 
7. When cooled, decorate with icing and enjoy!

INGREDIENTS
• 75g butter
• 125g soft light-brown sugar
• 25g golden syrup
• 10g treacle
• ½ tbsp ground ginger

• ½ tbsp ground cinnamon
• ½ tsp of ground cardamom
• ½ tsp ground cloves
• ½ tsp bicarbonate of soda
• 50ml water
• 225g plain flour 

PEPPARKAKOR COOKIES


